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IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 

1894. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

ROBERT OFFLEY ASHBURTON, BARON HOUGHTON, 

&C., &0., &C., 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 



May it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables, which set forth the 
information on the subject obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers by the 
enumerators of agricultural statistics, are in continuation of those presented annually 
since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics of Migratory Labourers 
published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

It appears from the Tables that there were in June of this year 15,615 persons, 
or 3*3 per 1,000 of the population according to the Census of 1891, who had either left 
or intended to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers else- 
where : of these, 3,687 had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration. The 
corresponding number for 1893 was 14,761, showing an increase of 854 in the present 
year. 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to migratory- 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads : — 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(&.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

IV. Their destination. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1894. 



I . — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 

Table I.— Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 
whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the population, for the years 1891, 1892, 1893, and 1894, respectively. 



Migratory Agricultural Labourer*. 





in 1801. 










in 1891. 


in 1892. 


In 1893. 








1831. 


mos. 


1638. 


1894. 




Leinster Province : 




















Carlow County, 


40,936 


















Dublin ,, 


419,216 


3 
















Kildare „ 


70,206 


9 


1 




. 


0 1 








Kilkenny „ 


87,261 

65,663 


11 


23 


4 




01 


0-3 






King’s , , 




















Longford „ 


52,647 


37 


36 


18 


37 


0-7 


0-7 


0-3 




Loutli „ 


71,038 


63 


53 


26 


62 


0-9 


0-7 


0-4 


0-9 


Meath „ 


76,987 


1 


3 












Queen’s „ 


64,883 


19 
















Westmeath,, 
Wexford „ 


65,109 

111,778 


13 


25 


3 

6 


5 






01 


0-1 


Wicklow „ 


62,136 


2 


2 













Munster Province : 




















Clare County, 


124,483 


3 


4 


11 












Cork „ 


438,432 


35 


95 


98 


41 


01 


0-2 






Kerry „ 
Limerick „ 


179,136 

158,912 


81 

1 


57 


63 


93 


0-5 


0-3 


0-3 


0-5 


Tipperary „ 
Waterford „ 


173,188 

98,251 


18 

9 


24 


21 

1 


12 


01 

0-1 


0-1 


0-1 


0-1 


Ulster Province : 




















Antrim County, 


428,128 


19 


15 










01 

1-6 

0-2 

8-2 

01 

0-2 

0-1 

0-8 

0-2 




Armagh „ 

Cavan „ 

Donegal „ 
Down „ 

Fermanagh „ 
Londonderry „ 
Monaghan „ 
Tyrone „ 


143,289 

111,917 

185,635 

267,059 

74,170 

152,009 

86,206 

171,401 


182 

38 

1,320 

54 

19 

31 

65 

27 


267 

24 

1,882 

14 

8 

27 

29 

33 


229 

18 

1,514 

34 

14 

21 

26 

33 


184 

22 

1,543 

28 

9 

28 

38 

35 


1*3 

0-3 

7-1 

0*2 

0*3 

0-2 

0-8 

0-2 


1-9 
0‘ 2 
7-4 
0-1 
01 
0-2 
0-3 
0-2 


1-3 
0-2 
8-3 
0 1 
01 
0-2 
0-4 
0-2 


Connaught Province : 




















Galway County, 
Leitrim „ 

Mayo „ 

Roscommon „ 
Sligo }| 


214,712 

78,618 

219,034 

114,397 

98,018 


1,366 

294 

7,271 

1,390 

748 


1,541 

378 

8,554 

1,398 

790 


1,477 

315 

8,856 

1,230 

711 


1,656 

334 

9,508 

1,224 

752 


6- 4 
3-8 

33-3 

12-2 

7- 6 


7- 2 
4-8 

39-1 

12-2 

8- 1 


6- 9 
40 

40-4 

10-8 

7- 3 


7-7 

4-2 

43-4 

10-7 

7-7 


SumoBY. 




















Leinster Province, 
Munster 
Ulster >} 

Connaught „ 

Total of Ireland, . 


1,187,760 

1,172,402 

1,619,814 

724,774 


158 

147 

1,755 

11,069 


143 

180 

1,799 

12,661 


57 

194 

1,921 

12,589 


105 

146 

1,890 

13,474 


0-1 

01 

1-1 

15-3 


0-1 

0-2 

1-1 

17-5 


0-2 

1-2 

17-4 


0-1 

01 

1*2 

18-6 


4,704,750 


13,129 


14,783 


14,761 


15,615 


2-8 


3-1 


3-1 


3-3 






Of a^intTSonnS “fe "”*>«** 1894 ’ 13.474, arc native* 

- r is 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

They were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal 
being Swineford, 4,258 ; Westport, 1,310; Castlebar, 1,296; and Claremorris, 1,281 
(see Table II. and Table in Appendix). In 1841 also, Mayo was the principal source of 
these migratory labourers. The numbers furnished' by the other counties of 
Connaught in 1894, are: — Galway, 1,656 ; -Roscommon, 1,224 (including 1,100 from 
the portion of Castlereagh Union in this county) ; Sligo, 752 ; Leitrim, 334. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 1,890 : of these, 1,543 (or 81'6 per cent.) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions in this county include— Glenties, 599 ; Dunfanaghv, 423; Millford, 275; Inishowen, 
197, the other unions furnishing but small numbers.'’ It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 1,494, showing that nearly all 
the migratory labourers of Donegal and more than 79 per cent, of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 184, of whom 103 are natives of Newry Union, and 52 of CasSeblayney 
Union. The county of Monaghan furnishes 38 ; Tyrone, 35 ; Down, 28 ; Londonderry, 
23 ; Cavan, 22; Fermanagh, 9, and Antrim 8. 

The province of Munster furnishes 146. They are distributed as follows : — Kerry 
County, 93 ; Cork, 41, and Waterford, 12. There are no migratory labourers this year 
from Clare, Limerick, or Tipperary. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 105 migratory labourers. These are princi- 
pally natives of the counties of Louth and Longford, which respectively furnish 62 and 
37, or 94 per cent, of the whole number from this province. The only labourers from 
other counties in Leinster are 5 from Westmeath and 1 from Wexford. There are this 
year no migratory labourers from Carlow, Dublin, Kildare, Kilkenny, King’s Co., 
Meath, Queen’s Co., or Wicklow. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 1893, 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has increased by 854. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 48, or 84‘2 per cent. ; and in 
Munster a decrease of 48, or 247 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were 
: so small in 1893 and 1894 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on the labour market. In Ulster the number in 
1893 was 1,921, and in 1894 it is 1,890, being a decrease of 31, or 1*6 per cent. 
An increase of 29 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. The number for Connaught rose from 9,877 in 1886 to 
10,148 in 1887 ; it fell to 9,941 in 1888, rose to 10,271 in 1889, and to 12,034 in 1890, fell 
to 11,069 in 1891, rose to 12,661 in 1892, fell to 12,589 in 1893, and rose to 13,474 
in 1894 ; the last number showing an increase of 885, or 7 - 0 per - cent., when compared 
with that for 1893. These figures show that a large number of the inhabitants of 
Connaught still pursue the avocation of migratory labourers. Mayo as usual heads 
the county list and shows an increase of 652 as compared with the number for the 
■county in 1893. 

II. — The proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 
in the districts from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population is given. It will be observed that the proportion for the 
whole of Ireland is but 3*3 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is found 
that the proportion in Connaught is 18*6 per 1,000 ; in Ulster it is 1*2; in 
Munster, 0*1 ; and in Leinster, 0*1. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
43*4 per 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 107 ; in Galway, 7*7 ; in Sligo, 7*7 ; and in 
Leitrim, 4*2. 

In Ulster, the proportion reached 8*3 in Donegal, and 1*3 in Armagh ; but in all other 
counties it was much under 1*0 per 1,000. 
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In Leinster the highest rate per 1,000 is 0 -9 in Louth. 

In all the counties of Munster the numbers were so small that they were not likelv 
to have any important general effect. ‘ y 

The following are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the misration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt : — ^ 

Mayo, . . . 43-4 per 1,000. j Galway, . .7-7 per 1 000 

Roscommon, . . 10-7 per 1,000. Sluro, . .7-7 per l’ooo' 

Donegal, . . 8'3 per 1,000. | ’ 



In Leitrim the number (4'2 per 1,000) appears to he sufficiently large to produce 
an appreciable oxtect. 



T“ It Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Aoriouctcrai, Labourers (fa 1894) 
whose usual Residence is situated therein! with the Propoktiok of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the Population, according to the Census of 1891. 









Migratory 

Agricultural 

Labourers. 








Migratory 

Agricultural 


Poor Lair Unions. 


Counties la wbloh Situated. 


INI. 


Number. 


Rato 

ij 

“opula- 


Poors Law Umovs. 


CoBBtlta in whioh Situated. 


Population 

1891. 




Rate 

por 

1,000 

_of.Hr 


Abbeylelr, . 
Ardee, . 

Athlon?, . . 

Atbv, . _ , 

Baifiebo rough. 
Ballini, . . 

Ballinisloe, 
Ballinrobe, 

BaK Yeas tic, 
Blllymahoa, . 
Ballymena, 
Ballymoney, . 
Ballyaharmon, . 

Ballyiaghan, . 
Balrolhery, 
Blltiegllss, . 
Banbndga, 

Basdon, . 

Banin, . . 

Bawnboy, 

Ballast, . . 

Behnullet, 
Borrisokane, , 

ffitwh. : 

Callao, . . 

Carlow, . 
Canickmacrosi, 

Carrisk-on-Sbamioo, 

Corriok-oa-Soir, 

Cashel, . . 

Castlebar, 
Castleblayney, . 
Cutlecomer, . 
Castled erg, 
Costlereegb, . 

Castletown, . 

Cavan, . 

Celbridge, . 

Claremonis, . 
Clifdan, . . 

Clogheea, . 

Cloghet, 

Clooakilty, . 


Queen’s, .... 

Louth and Meitli, . 
Arraegh nutl Tyrone, 
Westmeath & Roscommon, 
Kildare and Queen's, 

Cavan, .... 

Mavo and Sligo, 

Galway and Roscommon, . 
Galway and Mayo, . 

Antrim, .... 
Longford and Westmeath, 

Antrim and Londonderry, 
Donegal, Fermanagh, aqd 
Loitnm, 

Clare, 

Dublin, . . 

Carlow.Kildaret Wicklow, 
Armagh and Down, . 

C**, . . . 

Cork 

Cavan and Leitrim, . 
Antrim and Down, . 

Mayo, .... 
Tipperary, 

Roscommon and Sligo, 
Kerry, .... 
Kilkenny and Tipperary, . 
Carlow and Queeu’e, 
Monaghan, 

Leitrim and Roscommon, . 

Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 

Waterford, . 

Tipperary, . . 

Mayo, .... 
Armagh and Monaghan, . 

Tyrone/*. . . j 

Mnyo and Roscommon, . 
Cork, .... 
Cavan, . 

Dublin, Kildare, & Meath, 
; : : ; 

Tipperary, 

Monaghan and Tyrone, 


19,080 
29,655 
16,772 
53,857 
29,789 
23,635 
Hi, 751 
27,391 
2'’,73v 
24,1:91 

14.170 
11,810 
58, 897 
31,692 

23,280 
4 ,*87 
17,119 
16,070 
17,511 
20,180 

11,910 

00,904 

289,860 

11,333 

9,180 

35,332 

28,851 

15,215 

36,067 

16,114 

22,161 

19,699 

22,183 

28,921 

29,574 

11,499 

13,528 

37.171 
12,389 
11,971 

11,981 

28,124 

20,569 

17,022 

18,951 

21,955 


2 

9 

2 

625 

?27 

7 

" 1 

8 

29 

9 

35 

329 

209 

23 

”l5 

118 

1,296 

61 

22 

1,434 

8 

131 

50 
~ 1 


01 

0-2 

o"i 

221! 

5~1 

0-5 

0- 3 

0-6 

0-6 

1- 7 

28-0 

5-0 

1-0 

0~9 

5-3 

11~8 

2- 1 

1~6 

38-3 

0-2 

15-1 

2-4 


clunmoi, : : ; 

Coleraine, 
Cookatown, 
Cootohill, 

Cork, 

Corrofln, . 

Croom, . 

Delvin. . 

Dingle, . 

Donegal, . 
Downpatrick, . 
Drogheda, 

Dromorc, West, 
Dublin, North, 
Dublin, South, 
Dundalk, 

Dunfunaghy, . 
Dungannon, 
Dungnrran, 
Dumnanwar, . 
Duruhaughtin, . 
Euouderry, 

Euniscortby, . 
Enniskillen, . 

Ennistimon, . 
Formoy, . 

Galway, . 
Glennuranddy, 
Glcnties, . 

Gorey, . 

«ort, . . . 

Oranaril, . 

Inisliowen, 
Irvinestown, . 
Kanturk, 

Kells, . 

Kenmare. 

Kilkeel, . . . 

Kilkenny, 
Killndyscrt, . 


Fermanagh nnd Mounglian, 
Tipperary and Waterford, . 
Antrim und Londonderry, . 

Tyrone 

Cavan nud Monaghan, 

Cork, .... 

Glare 

Limorick, .... 
Woatmeuth, 

Kerry 

Donegal, .... 
Down, .... 
Louth and Month, . 

Sligo, . 

Dublin, . 

Dublin 

Armagh, Louth, and Mon- 
aghan, .... 

Donegal, .... 
V^atcrford, 

Cork 

Dublin and Meath, . 
Kildare, King’s, and Meath, 
Clare, .... 
Carlow and Wexford, 

Cavan, Fermanagh, and 
Tyrone, 

Clare, .... 
Cork, .... 
Galway, . 

Galway .... 
Donogal 

Wexford, .... 
Galway, .... 
Cavan, Longford, and West- 
meath, .... 
Donegal, .... 
Fermanagh and Tyrone, . 

Covan nnd Month, . 

Kerry 

Kilkenny, . ’ 

Clare, . . . .' 


17,836 

2(1,771 

32,887 

27,161 

25,670 

132,792 

5,699 

12,539 

9,363 

19.021 

22,891 

43,236 

29,212 

15,019 

118,996 

200,709 

40,144 

15,674 

34,889 

17.021 
15,197 

9,136 

16,621 

21,771 

33,841 

36,255 

20,108 

25,533 

38,719 

111,486 

34,219 

18,156 

14,201 

26,944 
80,459 
16,268 
26, m 

16,875 

16,319 

18,181 

25,457 

10,503 


8 

68 

103 

3 

1 

9 

759 

599 

2 

197 

3 

12 

5 


0-3 

0~5 

17 

27-0 

0-2 

0-2 

0-2 

41-1 

17-5 

0-1 

6-5 

0-2 

0-5 

0-3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. \ 

Table IL— Showing by Poor La.w Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, Sac — continued . 



Fikiii Law Umo.is. 



KUlAinor, 
Kilmncthomas 
Kilmnltock, 
Kilruili, . 
Kinsale, . 

Letterkenny, . 

Limavadv, 

Limerick, 



Lisburn, . 
Lismore, . 
Lisnoskea, 

I. in towel, 

Londonderry, , 
Longford, 

Loughrea, 
Lurgan, . 

Mogherofelt, 



Mallow, 

Middleton, 
Millford, . 

Mill street, 
MUcliolstown, . 
Mohill, . 
Ibawn, 



Mullingar, 
Naas, 
Navan, . 
Nonngb, . 
Newcastle, 
Now Ross, 



Camilles in wliixh Situ 



Mayo, 

Kerry, 

Waterford, 

Cork and Limerick, 
Clare, 

Cork, 

Londonderry, . 
Clare and Limerick, 



Antrim and Down, 
Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Kerry and Limerick, 
Donegal and Londonderry, 
Longford, 

Galway, 

Antrim, Armagh 
. Cork, . 

Londonderry, 



Cork, 

Cork™’ ! 

Donegal, . 

Cork, 

Cork and Limerick, 

Monaghan, 

Galway, . 

King’s and Queen’s, 



i, & Down, 



Westmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 
Meath, . 

Tipperary, 

Limerick, . 

Carlow,Kilkenny,andWi 



50,660 

15,1-21 

16,071 

39,121 



60,021 

21,904 

22,214 

.'•.11.155 

26,068 

41,976 



23,105 

25,466 

23,993 

21,608 

12,163 

15.712 

22,471 

30,452 

10,177 

31,451 



80,614 

16,0119 

27,382 

26,605 



83,544 

50,134 

41,286 



Poor Law Usioxs. 



Oldcastle, 
Omagh, . 
Onghterard, 
Parson stown, 
Portumna, 
lUthdown, 



Rathkcale, 



Skibbereen, 
Skull, . 
Sligo, . 
StmOane, 
Stranorlar, 



Swine ford, 
Thomas town, 
Thurles, . 
Tipperary, 
TobercuiTj, 
Tralee, . 
Trim, . 

T nam. 

Tulle, . 
Tullamore, 



Urlingford, 



Westport, 
Wexford, 
Youghol, . 



Cavan and Meath, . 
Tyrone, . 

Galway, . 

King’s and Tipperary, 

Dublin and Wicklow, 
Wicklow, 

Limerick, 



cs In which Situated. 



Galway and Roscommon, 
King's, Queen’s, and 
Tipperaiy, . 

Clare aud Galway, . 
Carlow, Wexford, 8c Wick. 



low, 



Cork, . . . 

Cork, . . , 

Sligo, 

Donegal and Tyrone, 
Donegal, . 
Roscommon, . 



.wayo, 

Kilkenny, 

Tipperary, 

Limerick and Tipperary. 
Sligo, 

mS, 



King's and Westmeath. 



Tippei 

Kilkem 



tenuy and Waterford, . 

Mayo 

Wexford, . 

Cork and Waterford, 



17,247 

44,387 

18,975 

28,044 

10,363 

56,079 

27.626 

17.627 



17,561 



14,109 

28,450 

11,233 

41,154 

39,123 

15,108 

18,458 



48,261 

11,876 

25,613 

35,786 



44,787 
16,011 
34,630 
1 1,695 
24,851 



Kilkenny, Queen's, anl 



10,031 

50,308 

37,381 

35,142 

16,769 



. 4,704,750 15,615 3-3 



The following statement shows the proportion of Migratory Labourers in all those 
Poor Law Unions where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population, according to the 
Census of 1891. 



Pooh Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


Rato 

per 

1,000. 


Pooh Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


Kate 

per 

1,000. 


Swineford, 


Mayo, 


88-2 


Tobercurry, 


Sligo, 


23’9 


Cltiremorrifi, 


Do., . 


45-1 


Belmuilet, . 


Mayo, 


23-0 


Castlebar, . 


Do., . 


44-8 


Ballina, 


Mayo and Sligo, 


22-8 


Glennnmnddy, . 


Galway, . 


41 -1 


Glentiea, . 


Donegal, . 


17-5 


Cftfjtlcreagh, 


Mayo & Roscommon, 


38-3 


Mountbellew, 


Galway, . 


15-5 


Westport, . 


Mayo, 


35-0 


Tuam, 


Do., . 


15-1 


Duufonaglty, . 


Donegal, . 


27-0 


Millford, . 


Donegal, ... 


12-6 



The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light for it is found that 
no less than 18 ’3 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
5 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 4’0 per cent. ; in Donegal, 3’1 ; in Galway, 3‘0 ; in 
Sligo, 3'0 ; in Leitrim, l - 6 ; in no other county does it reach l per cent. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1894. 



Table ITT —Showing for each County and Province the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers in 1894 
whose usual Residence is situated therein; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, 
according to the Census of 1891, and the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. 



Provinces and Counties. 


Number rf 


Migratory Agricultural 
Labourers. 


Provinces and Counties. 


Numbot of 

Males 20 years 


M igmtory Agricultural 


Number. 






per cent. I 


Leinster Province : 








Ulster Province : 










11,837 





_ 


Antrim County, 


107,391 


8 






112,578 


— 


— 


Armagh „ 


37,618 


184 






23,042 





— 


Cavan „ 


31,087 


22 






24,556 





— 


Donegal „ 


49,752 


1,543 


31 




19,359 





— 


Down „ 


68,121 


28 


— 




14,864 


37 


0-2 


Fermanagh „ 


21,544 


9 


— 




19,239 


62 


0-3 


Londonderry „ 


40,G37 


23 


0-1 




23,090 


— 


— 


Monaghan „ 


24.592 


38 


0-2 


Queen’s „ 


19,242 


— 


— 


Tyrone „ 


48,782 


35 


0-1 




19,925 


5 


— 










Wexford „ 


32,036 


1 


— 


CoNNAUQHT PROVINCE : 








Wicklow „ 


17,839 


— 


— 


Galway County, 


65,885 


1,656 


3 0 










Leitrim „ 


20,571 


334 


1-6 










Mayo „ 


52,047 


9,508 


18-3 










Roscommon „ 


30,253 


1.224 


4 0 


Mdnsteb Province : 








Sligo „ 


25,133 


752 


30 


Clare County, 


33,444 


_ 


_ 










Cork 


117,957 


41 


— 












45,027 


93 


0-2 


Leinster Province, . 


337,607 


105 


— 


Limerick „ 


42,357 


— 


— 


Munster „ 


313,953 


146 


— 




48,696 







Ulster „ 


429,524 


1,890 


0-4 


Waterford „ 


26,472 


12 


— 


Connaught „ 


183,889 


13,474 


7-3 










Total of Ireland, . 


1,264,973 


15,615 


Ka 



III. — The social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder ; and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table IV. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
15,615 Irish migratory labourers 11,242 or 72 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage of migratory labourers who are not landholders, is shown by provinces 
m the following statement : — 

Connaught, . . . . . . .71-3 

Ulster, ....... 74-9 

Leinster, ....... 800 

Munster, ....... 93-2 

Although the landholding migratory labourers are proportionally more numerous, 
in Leinster than elsewhere, the average amount of land held by those who are land- 
holders is greater in Connaught. The number of landholders; the number having over 
five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres : and the per-centage of' 
holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 



Connaught, . 


Number of Migratory 
Labourers who are Landholders. 

3,868 


Holders ol 
over live acres. 
3,446 


Not exceeding 
five acres. 
422 


Per-contage not 
exceeding five acres. 

10-9 


Ulster, 


474 


354 


120 


25-3 


Leinster, 


21 


12’ 


9 


42-9 


Minister, 


10 


6 


4 


40-0 



A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must he borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the condition of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bears pretty much the same ratio as when 
considered by provinces : the proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix. It will be observed that of the 
,508 natives of Mayo, 3,000, or 31 6 per cent., are landholders, and of these 3,000 only 
6, or 11 5 per cent., occupy holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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Table IV. — Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area of their Holdings. 



Clnssilicntion of Holdings in 
Statute Acres. 


Pno VINCES. 


Total of Ireland. 


Leinster. 


Munster. 


Ulster. 


Connaught. 


No. of Migratory Agricultural 












Labourers not Landholders, 


84 


136 


1,416 


9,606 


11,242 


No. having : — 


















Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 


1 


— 


5 


20 


26 


.Do. above 1 ) u 




acres, . 


2 


— 


6 


43 


51 


Do. „ 21 








1 


1 


24 


92 


118 


Do. „ 3 f 






i „ 


1 


1 


44 


144 


190 


Do. „ 4| 


« 




„ 


4 


2 


41 


123 


170 


1 Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 


9 


4 


120 


422 


555 


Holdings above 5' 






‘10 acres, 


11 


2 


149 


1,422 


1,584 


Do. „ 10 






15 „ . 


1 


1 


71 


1,010 


1,083 


Do. „ 15 


0=5 




20 „ . 


— 





44 


561 


605 


Do. „ 20 


£ 




25 ,, . 








20 


1S8 


208 


Do. „ 25 






30 „ . 


— 


1 


10 


117 


128 


Do. „ 30 






.40 „ . 


— 


— 


14 


100 


114 


I Do. above 40 acres, 




~ 


2 


46 


48 


96 


Gross Total, 








105 


146 


1,890 


13,474 


15,615 



IV . — The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 



Provinces. 


Elsewhere In Ireland. 


England. 


Scotland. 


Leinster, 


25 


56 


24 


Munster, 


130 


16 


— 


Ulster, 


160 


205 


1,525 


Connaught, 


102 


12,624 


748 


Total, 


417 


12,901 


2,297 



It appears that 82*6 per cent, sought work in England, 14*7 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 2*7 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 105 labourers, 80 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 25, or 23*8 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 146 labourers, 16 sought work in Great Britain, and 130, or 89*0 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 1,890 labourers, 1,730 sought work in Great Britain (205 in England, 
and 1,525 in Scotland), and 160, or 8*5 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 13,474 labourers, 13,372 sought work in Great Britain (only 748 
of these in Scotland), and but 102, or 0*8 per cent, in Ireland. 



The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, with his usual kindness, 
furnished the statistics of “harvestmen” travelling over that Company’s lines to 
Dublin, which will be found in the Appendix, p. 17, and the customary returns 
from the various provincial ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, 
and a summary thereof is given on page 16. 

From the two statements referred to (the Railway and Port Statistics) it would appear 
that 32,623 agricultural labourers travelled as Passengers journeying to seek employment 
at a distance from their homes. Comparing these figures with those for 1893, they show 
an increase of 606. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1894. 



The returns for the ports show an increase from 8,482 in 1893 to 9,010 this year, and 
in the Midland Great Western Railway returns also a slight increase is observed, for 
in 1893 the number of harvestmen carried by the Company was 23,535, whereas in 1894 
the number was 23,613, or 78 more than in the previous year. The number of harvest- 
men who travelled over this line in 1891 was 25,659 ; in 1890 it was 24,535 ; in 1889 it 
was 22,435 ; in 1888 it was 22,800 ; in 1887 it was 21,355 ; in 1886 it was 21,698 ; in 
1885 it was 22,610; in 1884 it was 22,500; in 1883 it was 22,111 ; in 1882 it was 
21,422, and in 1881 it was 26,367. 

It will be observed that there is a large discrepancy between the total number 
(32,623) given in the Railway and Port Statistics, and that (15,615) shown in the 
Tables compiled from the Returns made by the Enumerators of Agricultural Statistics. 
In considering this discrepancy, which is somewhat similar to that noticed in previous 
years, it should be borne m mind that a large number of the agricultural labourers who 
migrate annually to England pay two visits, and that this is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 
each year,” and that, “ a large number remain in the counties near Dublin,” but the 
Emigration Returns contain no information on this point. Again, there are doubtless 
many persons who, at the time of the collection of the information by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics, did not intend to migrate, but whom circumstances sub- 
sequently led to do so, and it is equally probable that the Emigration Returns include 
many persons who are town labourers, not agricultural labourers. When due allowance 
is made for these facts, it will be found that the numbers returned by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics represent those who habitually pursue the avocation of 
migratory agricultural labourers. 



I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 



THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 



General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 

2 7th September, 1894. 
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APPENDIX. 



Table showing, by Counties and Poor Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose usual Residence is 
situated therein; the Area of their Holdings m Statute Acres ; the place in which they sought or intended to seek Employ- 
ment ; and the Number who had not left them Homes at the time (month of June, 1894) the Enumeratora took the Returns. 



Province of Leinster. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1894. 

Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, <fcc. — continued. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1894. 

Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, die. — conlinued. 

Province of Ulster. 













MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 

Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, 4c. — continued. 



15 
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Table shewing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number oi Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &a — continued. 



COUNTIES 

AND 

POOR LAW UNIONS. 


is 

h 

1 






Migratory 


i0B1 “ 


'cral La HOUR 




sa LAN 


D ,A.xn 






|l 

*.3 

II 

i! 


Where employee. 


rf5i- 

Y, ,73 

IlllJ 

Jllfl 

Jill-? 


1 

1 


it 

it 


S 

1 1 
i» 

ii 


i 

ii 

5’ 

ii 


ii 

i 1 


3 

U 

i! 

i! 


h 

10 

-I 

11 


| 

H 


aS 

|1 


I i 

§1 

£? 

is 


if 

Ik 

S? 

ii 


e 

If 

si 

I 1 


| 

1 


1 

I 


I 


I 

i 

I 


811(0 County. 

Billina, part of, . 
Dioxore West, . 

ToBEaCCKET, 


125 

6 

29 

373 


'l 


'i 


'i 


'i 

3 


4 


'i 

‘i 

10 


2 

53 


•i 

56 


‘l 

28 


’s 


‘i 

2 


*i 

'8 


*2 


44 

139 

8 

30 

531 


44 

132 

6 

1 

530 


‘7 

24 

33 


5 

1 


‘ 3 

' 6 
177 


575 


1 


2 


: 




4 


12 


59 


62 


24 


ii 


3 


4 


(o)2 


752 


713 


6 


1 j:g 


SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 




PROVINCES. 








































Leinster, , 


04 


i 


2 


i 


1 


4 


9 


11 


l 












105 


56 


24 


25 


9 


Monster, . 


J3G 






i 


1 


2 


* 


2 


1 






1 




2 


146 


16 




130 


5G 


Ulster, 


1.416 


3 


6 


24 


44 


41 


120 


140 


71 


44 


20 


10 


14 


46 


1,890 


205 


1,525 


160 


727 


CORNAOGHI,. 


5,606 


20 


43 


92 


144 


123 


422 


1,422 


1,010 


561 


188 


117 


100 


48 


13,474 


12,624 


748 


102 


2395 


Total of Ireland, . 


11,342 


26 


51 


118 


190 


170 


555 


1,584 


1,088 


605 


208 


128 


114 


96 


15,615 


12,901 


2,297 


417 


3,687 



(a) Comprising 1 <ach of 55 and 81 acres. 



Return showing the Number of Labourers who left each, of the undermentioned Ports from the 
1st January, 1894, to the 81st August, 1894, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 



Poets. 




February. 


Mitch. 


April. 


May. 


June 


July. 




Total to 




















August. 


Baltina, 
Belfast, 
Coleraine, . 
Cork, 

Drogheda, . 


5 

178 

26 


6 

361 

13 


19 
. 236 
35 


29 

517 

18 


23 

640 

20 


249 

30 


3 

16 


6 

10 


88 

2,194 


2 


3 


35 

9 


87 

10 


67 

7 


49 

7 


26 

6 


80 

S 


312 

'46 


Dundalk, . 

Galway, 


6 

2 


7 


5 


12 


5 


13 


18 


7 


73 


Greenore, . 


63 


37 


27 


40 


38 


73 


49 


40 


367 


Limerick, . 




8 






5 


105 


102 


170 


394 


Londonderry, 
Newry, 
Portrush, . 


327 

43 


313 

27 


380 

48 


399 

70 


611 

55 


620 

77 


460 

30 


518 

37 


3,628 

387 


Sligo, 

Warrenpoinfc, . 


16 


32 


69 


103 


158 


239 


69 


64 


750 


Waterford, 
Westport, . 
Wexford, . 


15 

1 

3 


15 

1 

4 


18 

13 


17 

52 

14 


23 

98 

12 


24 

146 

6 


18 

38 

9 


21 

2 

10 


151 

338 

71 


Total, . 


698 


833 


900 


1,369 


1,766 


1,638 


843 


963 


9,010 
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Number of Harvestmen conveyed, over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations to Dublin, during the Season of 1894. 



Station. 


Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 


Poor Law Union. 


County. 


Athlone, 


31 


Athlone, 


Westmeath. 


Ballinasloe, 


35 


Ballinasloe, 


Galway. 


Woodlawn, 


337 


Do. 


Do. 


A theory, 


451 


Loughrea, 


Do. 


Dunamon, . . 


490 


Roscommon, 


Do. 


Longford, . 


91 


Longford, . 


Longford. 


Drumod, 


29 


Mohill, . 


Leitrim. 


Carrick-on-Sliannon, . 


44 


Carrick-on-Shannon, . 


Do. 


Boyle, 


111 


Boyle, 


Roscommon. 


Ballymote, . 


1,430 


Sligo, 


Sligo. 


Sligo, 


9 


Do. ... 


Do. 


Ballystidare, 


26 


Do. ... 


Do. 


Edniondstown, 


72 


Castlereagh, 


Mayo. 


Ballagliaderreen, 


3,540 


Do. 


Do. 


Roscommon, 


228 


Roscommon, 


Roscommon. 


Ballymoe, . 


353 


Glennamaddy, . 


Galway. 


Castlereagh, 


421 


Castlereagh, 


Roscommon. 


Ballinlough, 


1,168 


Do. 


Do. 


Hii.llyha.nnia, , 


3,309 


Claremorris, 


Mayo. 


Claremorris, 


1,515 


Do. 


Do. 


Balia, 


1,266 


Castlebar, . 


Do. 


Mannlla, 


122 


Do. 


Do. 


Castlebar, . 


1,267 


Do. 


Do. 


Westport, . 


1,275 


Westport, . 


Do. 


Foxford, 


3,627 


Swineford, 


Do. 


Ballina, 


1,266 


Ballina, 


Do. 


Collooney, . 


74 


Sligo, 


Sligo. 


Kilfree, 


370 


Boyle, 


Do. 


Rillala, 


15 


Killala, 


Mayo. 


Ballinrobe, 


34 


Ballinrobe, 


Do. 


Hollymount, 


20 


Do. 


Do. 


Arva Road, 


1 


Cavan, 


Cavan. 


Newport, . 


561 


Westport, . 


Mayo. 


Ballyvary, . 


25 


Castlebar, . 


Do. 


Total, . 


23,613 







0 
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Dublin Castle, 



13 th October, 1894. 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Report 
and Tables relating to Migratory Agricultural Labourers, 1894. 



I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 



W. S. B. KAYE. 



The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Rutland Square. 
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